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2. Description of the Community

For the purpose of this plan, the “community” is defined as the area encompassed by Iron
County’s political boundaries. Within these boundaries are the cities of Caspian, Gaastra,
Iron River, Crystal Falls, Village of Alpha, Bates Township, Crystal Falls Township,
Hematite Township, Iron River Township, Mansfield Township, Mastodon Township,
and Stambaugh Township.

| Source: UPEA GIS, MGG, ESRI
Janwary, 2010. Proparad by MAS

Iron County is located in the west central region of the Upper Peninsula and borders
Wisconsin to the south. Geographically, it is the fourth largest in the state by square
miles, having a total of 1,166.36 square miles and population of 11,387. The average
temperatures in the summer are a high of 79 and a low of 52; average winter temperatures
are a high of 22 and a low of 1.

Primary sectors of the economy include forestry, tourism and long-time key
manufacturers all centered around the bountiful resources within the County. These
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resources include northern hardwood and pine forests, numerous lakes, rivers and streams
and a dedicated workforce. The county boasts an economic development-friendly
environment with a variety of incentives to businesses for creating new jobs in safe clean
communities.

The development of this plan was initiated by the Iron County Board of Commissioners
by the creation of the Iron County Parks & Recreation Commission (the Commission).
The Commission has endeavored to include all county municipalities in their planning
process by inviting representatives to submit comments and to participate in the planning
process by special invitation to planning sessions. The focus of this plan is to address
current and projected needs for all types of recreational activities. Discussion primarily
focuses on parcels currently owned by the County and set aside for recreation. The
Commission has also investigated the feasibility of additional land acquisition for
recreation use.
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3. Administrative Structure

The Iron County Board of Commissioners established a ten member Parks and
Recreation Commission that meets monthly according to a published schedule. The
Parks and Recreation Commission is responsible for advising the County Board of
Commissioners on items relating to upkeep, operation and expansion of the County’s
recreation facilities and programs. The recommendations of the Parks and Recreation
Commission are acted on by the County Board of Commissioners. Day to day activities
are performed under the direction of the County Administrator.

Funding for County recreation facilities and programs is through the County’s General
Fund in addition to user fees that are generated at Pentoga Park, Camp Batawagama, and
the Iron County Historical Museum. For the budget year 2016 the County’s recreation
budget is $121,800 (see Appendix B). Special projects are appropriated as necessary.
The County’s recreation projects also rely on the generosity of the many committed
citizen volunteers. This applies to all County facilities and programs except Camp
Batawagama which is supported by a four year renewable millage. Camp Batawagama is
a County owned and operated facility with a unique administrative structure. The County
employs a park manager and seasonal staff to run the camp. Funding for the camp comes
through a millage that is up for renewal every four years. The Camp also has an
independent group with a special interest in the Camp. Special projects are funded
through the millage with financial help from the Friends of Camp Batawagama. Friends
of Camp Batawagama are a group made up of former campers, staff and citizens that
view the camp as a special place. The mission of the group is to foster interest in the
social, economic, and educational preservation of the Camp. Today the group is
responsible for marketing the camp and fund raising for special projects. Iron County
also has one County owned campground, Pentoga Park, which is located on Chicagoan
Lake. The Park Manager at Pentoga Park is responsible for carrying out the day to day
operations and maintenance at that facility. Funding for this park is provided by
overnight camping fees and daily pass fees along with the County’s General Fund.
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4. Recreation Inventory

Iron County provides a variety of recreational facilities and opportunities for its residents
and visitors. Popular County Recreational properties are listed below and the location of
each is shown in Figure 2 of Appendix A. A complete list of recreational facilities and
properties located in Iron County is listed in Appendix D. These facilities and properties
although located in Iron County are generally owned by other entities.

Iron County Heritage Route. This roadway route is designed to allow drivers to
explore the rich history of Iron County. Designated by the Michigan Department of
Transportation in 2000 as an historic route, the thirty six mile loop connects fourteen
premier sites that provide visitors the opportunity to discover and enjoy Iron County
historic and recreational resources. The historic sites include the Iron County
Museum, Pentoga Park Indian Burial Grounds, the Alpha Circle Historical District,
the Iron County Courthouse, Harbor House Museum, Historic Mansfield Location
and Pioneer Church, the Amasa Museum, Fortune Pond, Bewabic State Park, Larson
Park, the Apple Blossom Trail, Lake Ottawa Recreation Area & Campgrounds, Mile
Post Zero & Treaty Tree, and Camp Gibbs Recreation Area. A route map and
brochure are attached as Appendix A Figures 2 and 6. An evaluation of the route was
not conducted as the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design area not applicable
for a roadway route.

Iron County Non-Motorized Heritage Trail. This bicycle/pedestrian trail has been
developed in multiple phases with additional development planned in the future. The
existing portions of the trail are shown on Figure 2 in Appendix A. The current trail
links the Cities of Iron River, Caspian, and Gaastra along with Stambaugh Township.
The trail begins in Iron River and currently ends at Pentoga Park located on
Chicagoan Lake in Stambaugh Township. Future phases will include additional trail
development to connect to an existing trail in the Crystal Falls Township that extends
into the City of Crystal Falls. An accessibility evaluation conducted by GEI resulted
in an accessibility ranking of (4) in which all of the existing features meet the 2010
ADA Standards for Accessible Design.

Snowmobile/ORV Trails. Iron County is home to 236 miles of snowmobile trials
and 37 miles of ORV Trails. Of these 273 miles of trails, 21 miles are owned by Iron
County. Maps showing the snowmobile and ORV trails in the County are shown in
Figure 7-9 in Appendix A. An evaluation of the trail system was not conducted as
there are no facilities associated with the trail system and the 2010 ADA Standards
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for Accessible Design are not applicable for these types of trails.

e Iron County Fairgrounds. The Iron County Fairgrounds is a 30 acre site located in
the City of Iron River, see Figure 5 in Appendix A. The grounds consist of a
grandstand and arena, an upper horse arena, exhibition buildings, and restrooms. An
accessibility evaluation conducted by GEI resulted in an accessibility ranking of (2)
in which some of the existing features meet the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible
Design.

e Camp Batawagama. Camp Batawagama is located on a 96 acre County owned
parcel of land between Chicagoan and Indian Lakes, see Figure 4 in Appendix A.
The Camp occupies about 28 acres of land on the shores of Indian lake. For the last
60 years the camp has been providing summer programs through the Iron County
Youth Camp Program. The programs run for seven weeks throughout the summer
and typically serve youth from Iron County and across the Country. An accessibility
evaluation conducted by GEI resulted in an accessibility ranking of (2) in which some
of the existing features such as the dining hall meet the 2010 ADA Standards for
Accessible Design.

e Pentoga Park. Pentoga Park is a 60 acre County Park and includes a 135 site
campground, playground, swimming beach, boat launch, and Indian Burial Grounds,
see Figure 3 in Appendix A. An accessibility evaluation conducted by GEI resulted
in an accessibility ranking of (2) as only some of the facilities meet accessibility
guidelines, specifically the Park has two (2) barrier free campsites, an accessible
restroom facility, and accessible paths to the playground area.

e Paint River (Me-Squa-1-Cum-E Park). Iron County owns several tracts of land
along the Paint River adjacent to the Bates-Amasa Road as shown in Figures 2 and 12
of Appendix A. This land is currently undeveloped and has the potential to be a
prime location for a fishing pier and canoe/kayak launch. The site is heavily used by
whitewater enthusiasts as it is downstream from the Hemlock Rapids which can be
accessed by an undeveloped state owned access upriver from the rapids. This
recreation site could be part of a larger county-wide Water Path eventually reaching
Lake Michigan via the Menominee River. An accessibility evaluation was not
conducted at this site as there is no current development at the site to be evaluated for
accessibility.

e Iron County Historical Museum. Located in Caspian, Ml on 10 acres of County
property that was a former mine site, the museum includes 26 building and over 100
major exhibits and two art galleries. Many of the buildings are historic structures that
have been relocated to the site to serve as exhibits. The museum was opened in 1968
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and is run by a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving local history
throughout the County. An accessibility evaluation conducted by GEI resulted in an
accessibility ranking of (2) as only some of the facilities meet accessibility guidelines.
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5. DNR Recreation Grants Inventory

e Pentoga Park (26-00055)

0 In 1964 Iron County received a $5,000 grant from the DNR to acquire 1.86
acres of land that was to be developed at part of the County’s Pentoga Park.
This project has been completed and the project status is closed.

e Pentoga Park (26-00137)

0 In 1968 the County received a $58,000 grant from the DNR to develop 56
campsites, construct campground roads, install underground utilities, construct
a sewage dump station, septic system, and new service building, and install
site lighting. The project has been completed and the project status is closed.

e Iron County Pentoga Park Shelter (26-01029)

0 A $25,277.09 grant was awarded to the County in 1978 to construct a new
picnic area shelter at the County’s Pentoga Park. The project included the
development of 6 acres for the shelter building. This project has been
completed and the project status is closed.

e Iron County Fairgrounds Recreation Area (TF87-093)

0 In 1987 the County received a $58,000 grant from the Michigan DNR’s Trust
Fund Grant Program. This grant was used to renovate the existing County
grandstands at the Fairgrounds to make them barrier free. This project has
been completed and the project status is closed.

e Pentoga Park Campground Improvements (TF05-128)

0 In 2005 the County received a $90,000 grant from the Michigan DNR’s Trust
Fund Grant Program for campground improvements at Pentoga Park. This
project included the development of additional campsites, installation of new
and updated utilities, campground roadway construction, a new fishing pier,
and new walkways to provide access to Chicagoan Lake. This project has
been completed and the project status is closed.
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Iron County Heritage Trail (TF10-064)

(0}

In 2010 the County received a $500,000 grant from the Michigan DNR’s
Trust Fund Grant Program for the development of a 7.85 mile trail connecting
the existing Apple Blossom Trail in the City of Caspian to Pentoga Park. The
trail is planned to be eventually continued to the City of Crystal Falls. The
construction of the trail consisted of a paved trail, boardwalks/bridges,
guardrails and culverts, a Trailhead Kiosk and trial signage along with the
associated site work. Construction activities started in the spring of 2015 and
were completed later that fall. The grant is still active but it is anticipated that
final closeout of the project will occur in early 2016.
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6. Natural Resource Inventory

Iron County is largely forested with a vast amount of rivers and lakes. The majority of
the land can be categorized as:

1. privately owned land enrolled in the Commercial Forest Act and open to the
public for recreational purposes;

2. federally owned land open to the public for recreational purposes; or

3. state owned land open to the public for recreational purposes.

Consequently thousands of acres are available for year-round outdoor recreation. Popular
activities include fishing, hunting, camping, snowmobiling, biking, walking, hiking,
snowshoeing, and cross country skiing.

Iron County has more lakes per capita than leopards have spots. An alphabetical listing
of named lakes is included below. It is noted that public access is not provided at all
lakes.

1. Bass Lake 22. Fence Lake

2. Bear Paw Lake 23. Fern Lake

3. BelaLake 24. Fifteen Lake

4.  Brule Lake 25. Fire Lake

5. Buck Lake 26. Fortune Lake Four
6. Buddle Lake 27. Fortune Lake One
7. Cable Lake 28. Fortune Lake Three
8. Camp Lake 29. Fortune Lake Two
9. Cedar Lake 30. Gasley Lake

10. Chicagon Lake 31. Gibson Lake

11. Clear Lake 32. Gilbert Lake

12. Curry Lake 33. Glidden Lake

13. Dawson Lake 34. Golden Lake

14. Dead Mans Lake 35. Golden Lake

15. Deer Lake 36. Hagerman Lake

16. East Mud Lake 37. Hannah Webb Lake
17. East Paint Lake 38. Harding Lake

18. East Paint Lake (Version 2) 39. Hehe (Jumbo) Lake
19. Ebony Lake 40. Ice Lake

20. Emily Lake 41. Indian Lake

21. Erickson Lake 42. lron Lake
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43. James Lake

44. Jingle Lake

45. Kidney Lake
46. Killdeer Lake
47. LaCrosse Lake

48. Lakeb

49. Lake Ellen
50. Lake Mary
51. LakeOn?2

52. Lake Ottawa

53. Lake Robinson

54. Lake Seventeen
55. Lewis Lake

56. Light Lake

57. Little Ellen Lake
58. Little Maggie Lake
59. Little Smoky Lake
60. Liver Lake

61. Long Lake

62. Loon Lake

63. Lost Lake

64. Lower Holmes Lake
65. Madelyn Lake

66. Maggie Lake

67. Marten Lake

68. McPherson Lake
69. Minnie Lake

70. Mitchell Lake

71. Mitigwaki Lake
72. Nelson Lake

73. Nesbit (Little) Lake

74,
75.
76.
77,
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.

Nesbit Lake
Norway Lake
Norway Lake
Ottawa (Pickeral) Lake
Paint Lake

Paw Lake
Perch Lake
Petrow Lake
Porter Lake
Railroad Lake
Robinson Lake
Round Lake
Runkle Lake
Silk Lake
Sixteen Lake
Skyline Lake
Smoky Lake
Spree Lake
Stager Lake
Stager Pond
Stanley Lake
Sunset Lake
Swan Lake
Tepee Lake
Timber Lake
Trap Lake
Upper Holmes Lake
Violet Lake
West Mud Lake
Winslow Lake

There are also a significant number of rivers and streams located in the County. A couple
of major rivers include the Paint, Brule, Fence, Net, Deer, Cooks Run, Hemlock,
Michigamme, Iron Perch, and Tamarack. The location of these can be found in Figure 11

located in Appendix A.
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7. Planning and Public Participation

The Iron County Parks & Recreation Commission acknowledges the importance of
involving the public in planning the future improvements to the County’s recreation
facilities and have made efforts to involve their citizens in that process. There were
multiple methods used to gather input for the Recreation Plan as outlined below.

e As the first step in that effort, on December 11, 2015, an invitation was sent out to
every municipality in the county inviting them to participate the County’s Plan by
submitting recreational projects that could be included in the County’s Plan.

0 A number of communities submitted copies of their approved Recreation
Plan for review by the County’s Parks and Recreation Commission.

e Anonline survey was created and Iron County residents were asked to evaluate
existing facilities and provide feedback on what is most important to them and
what they would like to see added or improved in the County.

0 A number of people completed this survey and the results were used in the
development of this plan. A copy of the survey along with a summary of
the survey results is included in Appendix F.

e A draft copy of the Recreation Plan was available for review and comment at the
Iron County Administrator’s Office in the Iron County Courthouse, the West Iron
Public Library and the Crystal Falls District Community Library. The draft copy
was available for 35 days prior to the Public Hearing.

0 There were no public comments submitted during the public comment
period.

e A Public Hearing to solicit public comments on the Recreation Plan was held on
February 9, 2016 at the Iron County Courthouse. An advertisement was placed in
the February 3, 2016 edition of the Iron County Reporter notifying the public of
the Public Hearing.

0 The County’s Parks and Recreation Commission members presented some
ideas for proposed recreation projects and goals that have been discussed.
There were no additional public comments. Minutes from the Public
Hearing can be found in Appendix E.
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8. Goals and Objectives

Our goals and objectives are based on our abundantly available natural resources, our
current inventory of recreational facilities, our inventory of potential sites for new
facilities and our population.

Iron County has experienced a decrease in population of 10% between the years 2000
(population 13,109) and 2010 (population 11,809). This decline is in part due to the
fluctuation of a natural resource based economy. The current population of
approximately 11,387 reflects a leveling off of the population decline due to the fact that
Iron County has seen an influx of retirees as well as an increase in the support economy
for the large number of seasonal residences.

Iron County Population

average average
year | population decrease # | decrease % annual annual
decrease # decrease %
1970 13,763
1980 13,635 128 0.93% 13 0.09%
1990 13,197 438 3.21% 44 0.33%
2000 13,109 88 0.67% 9 0.07%
2010 11,809 1,300 9.92% 130 1.10%
2013 11,516 293 2.48% 98 0.85%
2014 11,387 129 1.12% 129 1.12%

Almost 17% of the County’s population of 11,387 is under the age of 18 and almost 30%
are over the age of 65. These facts highlight the importance of providing recreation
activities that interest both young people and our aging population. Accommodating
seniors can also serve to accommodate persons with disabilities and be an additional
draw for tourists.

Quality of life is the single most important attribute that brings residents and visitors to
Iron County. Our natural resources are a major part of the setting that makes the County
a superior place to live, work and recreate. Development and improvement of recreation
facilities is important to maintaining this high quality of life.

Our goals and objectives include, but are not limited to, the following:
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Goal 1: To provide a wide variety of year round recreational opportunities to
all residents of and visitors to Iron County.

Objective 1A: Develop and expand the various trail systems including the non-
motorized trails, snowmobile and ORV trails, water paths, cross
country skiing and/or snowshoeing trails, and motorized trails.

Objective 1B: Continue to invest in the County’s existing recreational properties such
as Pentoga Park, the Iron County Fairgrounds, and Camp Batawagama
by making improvements

It was apparent from the online survey that County residents were happy with the
work that has been completed to date on the Heritage Non-Motorized Trail System
and were in favor of the County perusing additional phases to extend and continue to
develop the County’s trail network. Additionally, the idea of water paths was well
liked and residents indicated that these would likely be used.

Goal 2: To maintain and improve our existing resources and facilities.

Objective 2A: Make improvements to existing features at Pentoga Park such as an
improved boat launch and parking area, new boat wash station and
other general site improvements.

Objective 2B: Improve and update facilities at Camp Batawagama to allow for year
round or extended season activities.

Many survey respondents indicated that a boat wash system and improvements to the
boat launch and parking area were necessary.

Goal 3: To develop facilities that enhance the cultural, historic and natural
characteristics of the area or site.

Objective 3:  Make improvements to Cooks Run to include a driveway and parking
area, accessible restroom, interpretive signage and nature trails.

It was noted in the Public Hearing that the Cooks Run property is a valuable historic
and cultural feature that should be restored and maintained.

Goal 4: To develop facilities or to modify existing facilities to accommodate
persons with disabilities to the extent possible given limited financial
resources.

Obijective 4A: Continue to update facilities to meet and exceed ADA standards such
as restrooms and shower facilities at Camp Batawagama, Pentoga
Park, and Cooks Run.
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Objective 4B: Construct an accessible canoe/kayak launch at Pentoga Park to meet
and exceed ADA.

Obijective 4C: Provide new facilities when applicable that meet or exceed ADA
Standards. This could include new toilet and shower facilities and
accessible launches at the Paint River property and along any new
Water Paths.

Meeting these goals will require partnering with local municipalities and private sector
organizations as well as state and federal agencies. Collaborating with neighboring
counties to enhance our facilities and services will also serve to avoid duplicity of
services.

Preservation and restoration of historic sites is encouraged. Ongoing planning with
regard to the maintenance of new facilities is essential. Costs analyses of all current and
proposed facilities and programs are critical to their success. We believe visions are the
first step to creating a positive recreational environment but a realistic financial analysis
and plan is the second step to making it happen and keeping it going!
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9. Action Plan

Pentoga Park Boat Launch, Boat Wash Station, and Accessible Kayak Launch

Upgrade the boat ramp and boat launch area. Upgrades would include a boat
wash station to help control invasive species and diseases.

Expand the parking area, develop a handicap accessible parking area and toilets,
replace and upgrade the dock.

Add additional handicap accessible features to the site, particularly the waterfront
area including an accessible canoe/kayak launch, accessible fishing pier, and
additional accessible paths to the waterfront and other site facilities.

Funding sources:

0 MNRTF / LWCF Recreation Grants
Michigan Waterways Commission Grants
Local Funding

Park Fees

Community Donations

O O O O

Heritage Trail

Continue with the development a 22 mile bicycle and pedestrian system along the
MDOT designated Historic Heritage Route. Bicycle and pedestrian facilities
along the heritage trail.

Include signage along the roadway portions of the route, bicycle lanes, and shared
use path.

Development of the Heritage Trail would provide non-motorized connections to
existing trails creating a county wide non-motorized trail network.

Development of additional trail heads at significant locations along the existing
and proposed path including the Iron County Medical Care Facility, Bewabic
State Park, Pentoga Park, and other locations. Trail heads may contain restrooms,
pavilions, informational signage, parking and access areas, and other site
amenities.

This project is likely to be completed in phases.
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Funding sources:
0 MNRTF Recreation Grants
0 MDNR Trail Fund Grants
o Local Funding
o0 Community Donations

lron County Heritage Trail Acquisition for Connecting Trails:

e Acquisition as necessary to construct hiking/biking trail connecting existing
County trails to nearby regional trails, such as Michigan’s Iron Belle Trail, the
Iron Ore Heritage Trail, Dickinson County Bicycle network and the North
Country Trail.

Funding Source:

0 MNRTF / LWCF Recreation Grants
MDNR Trail Program
MDOT Transportation Enhancement
Local Funding
Community Donations

O O o0 O

County-Wide Water Path

e Acquire additional lands or work with the State to utilize state land for primitive
campsites and waterway access. Provide amenities such as, universally accessible
toilets and landing/launching areas. Acquire land to develop a hut — to - hut
canoe/kayak experience. A map showing the potential water paths highlighting
the scenic rivers and lakes of Iron County as well as river access sites is included
on Figure 11 of Appendix A.

Funding Source:
0 MNRTF / LWCF Recreation Grants
o Local Funding
o0 Community Donations

Paint River — Me-squa-i-cum-e Park

e Canoe/kayak put-in/take-out that is universally accessible
e Canoe/kayak landing/launching area and picnic sites

e Shelters for overnight camping

e Toilets and showers

e Interpretive signage
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Funding sources:
0 MNRTF Recreation Grants
0 MDNR Trail Fund Grants
0 Local Funding
o Community Donations

Cooks Run

e Development of the Cooks Run property could take place through a County
Youth Conservation Corp. Development on the property could include driveway
and parking area construction, building rehabilitation, accessible restrooms,
interpretive signage and nature trails, and other site development. Information on
the Youth Conservation Corp. is included in the public comments of Appendix F.

Funding Source:
0 MNRTF / LWCF Recreation Grants
o Local Funding
o Community Donations

Camp Batawagama

e Upgrade existing facilities to support an extended season and a potential Youth
Conservation Corp. Upgrades would include ADA upgrades, upgrade shower
facility, winterize key structures.

Funding Source:
0 MNRTF / LWCF Recreation Grants
o Local Funding
o Community Donations

Iron County Fairgrounds Accessibility Improvements

e Accessibility improvements to provide accessible paths linking the Grandstand
Avrea to the Fairgrounds Midway level.

e Development of additional ADA accessible restroom facilities and general site
access and pathways.

Funding Source:
0 MNRTF Recreation Grants
o Local Funding
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o0 Community Donations

Snowmobile/ORV Trail Development / Acquisition

e Improve Trail Connections to surrounding communities and between existing
trails for ATV’s and Snowmobiles and improve the conditions of existing trails.

e Acquire property or easements as necessary to provide connections from
surrounding motorized trail system. Construct new trail systems to improve
access to downtown areas and to broader regional trail systems.

Funding Source:
0 MDNR Snowmobile Trail Program
0 Local Funding
o Community Donations

Helgemo Game Preserve/Nature Area

e The Helgemo Game Preserve is an 80 acre portion of land that was donated to
Iron County with the intent to provide access to residents for enjoyment of local
natural resources.

e Development of the site to provide enhanced access to local natural resources.
Improvements would provide better access and parking, nature trails and signage,
picnic areas, restrooms, and general site improvements.

Funding Source:
0 MNRTF Recreation Grants
o Local Funding
o0 Community Donations
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Appendix A

Maps and Figures
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FIGURE 8 - IRON COUNTY SNOWMOBILE TRAIL SYSTEM
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FIGURE 9 - IRON COUNTY SNOWMOBILE TRAIL
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FIGURE 9 - IRON COUNTY SNOWMOBILE TRAIL MAP


FIGURE 10 - IRON COUNTY ORV TRAIL
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Appendix B

Recreation Budget





raanderson
Rectangle

raanderson
Rectangle




raanderson
Rectangle

raanderson
Rectangle














Recreation Plan
2016-2020
Iron County, Michigan

Appendix C

Post Completion Self-Certification Checklists
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Iron County Recreation Inventory
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Appendix E

Notice of Recreation Plan Availability and Public Comment, Notice
for Public Hearing, Meeting Minutes, and Resolution of Adoption
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Appendix F

Public Input Process and Results






































































































Iron County Board of Commissioners
2 South Sixth Street - Suite 7  Crystal Falls, MI 49920
Ph: (906)875-3301 Fax (906) 875-0655

Chair Board of Commissioners Office
Tim Aho

Vice Chair County Administrator
Jim Brennan Sue K. Clisch
Finance Chair

Patti Peretto Administrative Assistant
Commissioners Mary S. Dalpra
Ray Coates

Sharon Leonoff

Stambaugh Township December 11, 2015
Eugene Pellizaro, Supervisor

729 County Road

Gaastra, MI 49915

Dear Supervisor Pellizaro,

We have been receiving various Recreation Plans from local townships and cities, and

I've noticed that Stambaugh Township has not provided the County with it's own local
recreation plan. If a plan exists, please forward a complete copy to the county administration
office for our files.

The County is in the process of filing it’s own recreation plan from a grant and if Stambaugh
Township is relying on the county for any sort of recreational equipment, as part of the County
Recreation plan, then [ would request that the city submit a formal request to my office

by January 15, 2016.

Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you have any concerns or questions regarding this

matter.
Thanks again,
s K (Ll D
Sue K. Clisch, Administrator
SKC: msd

Equal Opportunity Employer

www.ironmi.org



Iron County Board of Commissioners
2 South Sixth Street - Suite 7  Crystal Falls, MI 49920
Ph: (906)875-3301 Fax (906) 875-0655

Chair Board of Commissioners Office
Tim Aho
Vice Chair County Administrator
Jim Brennan Sue K. Clisch
Finance Chair
Patti Peretto Administrative Assistant
Commissioners Mary S. Dalpra
Ray Coates
Sharon Leonoff

Mansfield Township December 11, 2015

Richard Dryjanski, Supervisor

2804 Hwy. M-69

Crystal Falls, MI 49920
Dear Supervisor Dryjanski,

We have been receiving various Recreation Plans from local townships and cities, and

I've noticed that Mansfield Township has not provided the County with it's own local
recreation plan. If a plan exists, please forward a complete copy to the county administration
office for our files.

The County is in the process of filing it's own recreation plan from a grant and if Mansfield
Township is relying on the county for any sort of recreational equipment, as part of the County
Recreation plan, then I would request that the city submit a formal request to my office

by January 15, 2016.

Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you have any concerns or questions regarding this

matter.
Thanks again,
)—4‘—"" 77 SCD
Sue K. Clisch, Administrator

SKC: msd

Equal Opportunity Employer
www.ironmi.org



Iron County Board of Commissioners
2 South Sixth Street - Suite 7 Crystal Falls, MI 49920
Ph: (906)875-3301 Fax (906) 875-0655

Chair Board of Commissioners Office
Tim Aho

Vice Chair County Administrator
Jim Brennan Sue K. Clisch
Finance Chair

Patti Peretto Administrative Assistant
Commissioners Mary S. Dalpra
Ray Coates

Sharon Leonoff

Bates Township December 11, 2015

Grant Helgemo, Supervisor
190 Forsberg, Rd.
Iron River, MI 49935

Dear Supervisor Helgemo,

We have been receiving various Recreation Plans from local townships and cities, and

I've noticed that Bates Township has not provided the County with it’s own local

recreation plan. If a plan exists, please forward a complete copy to the county administration
office for our files.

The County is in the process of filing it’s own recreation plan from a grant and if Bates
Township is relying on the county for any sort of recreational equipment, as part of the County
Recreation plan, then I would request that the city submit a formal request to my office

by January 15, 2016.

Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you have any concerns or questions regarding this

matter.
Thanks again,
) 5 .
e K (esed D
Sue K. Clisch, Administrator
SKC: msd

Equal Opportunity Employer
www.ironmi.org



Iron County Board of Commissioners
2 South Sixth Street - Suite 7 Crystal Falls, MI 49920
Ph: (906)875-3301 Fax (906) 875-0655

Chair Board of Commissioners Office
Tim Aho

Vice Chair County Administrator
Jim Brennan Sue K. Clisch
Finance Chair

Patti Peretto Administrative Assistant
Commissioners Mary S. Dalpra
Ray Coates

Sharon Leonoff

Mastodon Township December 11, 2015
Frank Siewiorek, Supervisor

1371 South US 2

Crystal Falls, MI 49920

Dear Supervisor Siewiorek,

We have been receiving various Recreation Plans from local townships and cities, and

I've noticed that Mastodon Township has not provided the County with it's own local
recreation plan. If a plan exists, please forward a complete copy to the county administration
office for our files.

The County is in the process of filing it's own recreation plan from a grant and if Mastodon
Township is relying on the county for any sort of recreational equipment, as part of the County
Recreation plan, then I would request that the city submit a formal request to my office

by January 15, 2016.

Please do not hesitate to give me a call if you have any concerns or questions regarding this

matter.

Thanks again,

Sue K. Clisch, Administrator
SKC: msd

Equal Opportunity Employer

www.ironmi.org



Recreation Plan
2016-2020
Iron County, Michigan

Appendix G

Transmittal Letter to Planning Agency



Consulting
Engineers and
Scientists

GEl@

Consultants

February 24, 2016

Western Upper Peninsula Planning and Development Region
P.O. Box 365
Houghton, MI 49931

RE: Iron County 5-Year MDNR Recreation Plan

Dear Sir/Madam:

Enclosed please find a copy of Iron County’s 5-Year MDNR Recreation Plan, as
adopted by the County Board on February 9, 2016.

The Plan is being filed with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and is
submitted to you per their requirements. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

GEI CONSULTANTS OF MICHIGAN, P.C.

Bl A/

Robb Anderson, P.E.
Project Engineer

RAA:plw

cc: Sue Clisch, Administrator (Cover Letter)

K:lron_County\1510150-5-Year Rec_Plan\Correspondence\1510150-1ronCty-Letter_to WUPPDR _022416_FINAL docx

www.geiconsultants.com GEI Consultants of Michigan, P.C.
990 Lalley Road, Iron River, MI 49935
906.214.4140 fax: 906.214.4141
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